No matter how polished the woodwork or primped the pillows, the
homes featured here all are fun and remarkably family-friendly—and they
0 U RS beautifully express what it means to call the Twin Cities home.

BY SHAWN GILLIAM // PHOTOCRAPHS BY STEVE HENKE

25 'r‘ ENTERTAINING IS ROUTINE
:_E;.;\':é‘: ‘f| for Patti Soskin, one of the own-
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N |

e ol ers of the popular Yum! Kitchen

= J and Bakery in St. Louis Park.

“Our house is always filled with
people,” she says. "We probably had 50 kids
over for dinner last week. That's just how.it
works." So when she and husband Robbie,
CEO of Compass Marketing in Minneapolis,

* began renovating their 1940s Hopkins home,
entertaining needs ranked high on the prior-
ity list. “What had been four separate rooms
opened up completely,” Patti says of the
plan by Julie Snow Architects. "We now have
one great space where everyone is together.”
Walls of floor-to-ceiling windows further the
engaging feel. “The first day it snowed, our
daughter, Maddie, said, 'l love this house- .
it's like living in a snow globe, " Patti says.

The renovation was almost as rewarding
as the result, and the Soskins are quick
to credit their design team—including
architect Snow, project architect Tyson
McElvain, interior designer Connie Lindor,
builder Streeter & Associates, and cabi-
netmaker Brad Braaten—for making it fun.
Working relationships have now developed
into good friendships, Patti says. “They'll
probably be forever connected to us.”

<=. Patti and Robbie Soskin relax with their

teenagers, Zach and Maddie, and their
Havanese, Edith. (Son Jorie, 23, lives and works in
California.) The built-in firepit, part of a landscape
designed by Coen+Partners, exemplifies the sleek
vet relaxed nature of the home.
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|S ALWAYS ] ! p | ¥ ! s LA nicely with ebony-stained \-\:alnut
FILLED WlTH i % g : | o 8 ﬂrnorls, aclrlylic cou;}tert;:ps, and s;ainless;
| \ y il ! ; 3 steel appliances. The plan received specia
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_ | | ] gs appliances, would go.
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- _ : g FE o SRR " ; The walnut-and-bronze dining
FD R D | N N E R = : | Sl L A E g = —aie 1 table, custom-made by BDDW of
LA ST WE E K _ B w0 R Ry 8 5 - = . - lew York, comfortably seats 12. Patti’s
-l-H AT ) S jU S-l- £ E = AR A I = - E.r.llilection of rnerm{r\,r glass dresses the
; 4 table when it's not in use.
HOW IT

WORKS” j 1 Zebrawood chairs by Flexform,

modular sectional sofas by Minotti,
and a custom alder table by Brent Comber
anchor the living room.

:=:\> Floor-to-ceiling aluminum-framed

¢ windows and doors an inch thick

- (two %-inch glass panels with a Vz-inch

: | air pocket in between) wrap the main

‘ ng space. "l feel like the yard is an
extension of the house,” Patti says.
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[ Mary Lahammer
and Chad Flynn ]

VIEWERS OF TWIN CITIES PUBLIC TELEVISION’S Almanac:

At the Capitol know reporter and anchor Mary Lahammer for her

political savvy. But one step inside the south metro home she

shares with her husband, Chad Flynn, and their daughter, Bayliss,

and you realize that her love of history rivals that of journalism.
With degrees in both disciplines, Lahammer began to gravitate toward a
timeworn look following travels to England with Flynn, The pair, who originally
favored modern styles, fell in love with antiques fairs and venerable old man-
ors. “Slowly one antique crept in, and then another” she says.

The result particularly appeals to Flynn, a financial underwriter at
HealthPartners, who spent time as a child in his mother's hometown of
Coventry, England. Shelves in the couple’s library are full of trophies and other
sporting antiques, including a rugby ball from Coventry and a photo of Flynn's
grandfather with the professional rugby team of Wales. “Everything has a
story," Lahammer says. Their love of “the rusty and crusty,” as they call it, has
blossomed into a side business called In Like Flynn Furnishings, which sells
English and Swiss Army antigues out of Hunt & Gather in south Minneapolis.
The next buying trip comes this fall, when the family plans to hit antique fairs
in England. "When we were building our home, we'd bring back a container,”
Flynn says. “But now we just fill lots of suitcases.”

The ever-evolving look is far from perfect. “We've always had the philoso-
phy that our daughter can touch everything,” Lahammer says. “I think it's
easier to live with antigues than with new pieces. If something happens, it
just becomes a part of an item's history.” Flynn agrees: “We try to stay away
from antigues where you can't put your drink down.” Indeed, even the home's
most formal space, the dining room, is put to regular, sometimes rambunctious,
use, "We actually had our daughter's fourth birthday party there, so it's not just
for stuffy occasions,” Lahammer says. | dressed up every chair with princess
costumes, and we had Barbies lining the runner.”

BT WHILRA $3535

“ITHINKIT’S
EASIER TO
LIVE WITH
ANTIQUES
THAN WITH
NEW PIECES.
IF SOMETHING
HAPPENS, IT
JUST BECOMES
A PART OF AN
ITEM'S HISTORY"
E =

N Four-year-old Bayliss joins her par-

ﬂ ents, Mary Lahammer and Chad
Flynn, and chocolate labradoodle Lady
Godiva (named after the historical figure
from Coventry, where Flynn's family has
roots) in the cozy library.

( The dining room’s 18th-century

»  English walnut armchair joins new
side chairs covered with slipcovers sewn
by Lahammer. Pewter and silver add
warmth. "My mother-in-law gives me a
hard time about not cleaning my silver,”
Lahammer says. "But | tell her | want it
to look old. | love the patina.’

—, The master suite’s blue and cream
¢ palette includes a headboard
Lahammer upholstered when she was
nine months pregnant and on modified
bedrest. “What a project,” she says.
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[ Anne Cashill and Jose Vido ]

THEY GOT MARRIED in Rio de Janeiro and took
their last vacation in Italy. But Anne Cashill and
Jose Vida's true piece of paradise is their 1911 stucco

= two-story near Lake Harriet. “Because | work in New

VYork and come back to Minneapolis on weekends,

| wanted this to be our fun country house in the city,” says
Cashill, who is vice president of merchandising for the popular
accessories brand Coach. She and Vido—president and owner of
MorningStar Coffee, which is served at top Twin Cities restau-
rants and sold at Kowalski's—set about renovating the home
shortly after they were married. “It was interesting as a newly
married couple to embark on a significant project like this,"
Cashill says. “At times | was like, ‘Impasse!”

For the most part, the two were on the same page. They
wanted a large kitchen and more bedroom and bath space,
but they didn't want to lose their home’s classic cottage style.
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“At many points, our builder said it would have been easier to
tear the house down altogether, but we wanted it to feel like
it really fit into the neighborhood,” Cashill says. “The facade
stayed within its original form.”

vunker Associates Architecture's Martha Yunker and Bryan
Carpenter (now with Alchemy Architects) doubled the home’s
square footage while remaining sympathetic to the landscape.
Brazilian teak floors and pale wall colors finish most spaces
and subtly connect with Vido's Brazilian heritage. “Even though
Minnesota has a cooler climate, you can have a feeling of light
and airiness and all things optimistic,” Cashill says.

The process proved enjoyable. “I've been collecting home
magazines for the better part of my life,” Cashill says. “If 1
had a second career it would probably be in interior design or
architecture” But here, she appreciated passing tear sheets
to the builder, Structural Image, and a host of custom

F\ A pool and patio give the city dwell-
ing a weekend-house appeal that
Anne Cashill and jose Vido enjoy with their
Coton de Tuléar, Neve. The pool was impor-
tant to Vido, who was on the University of
Minnesota and Hamline swim teams.

/\ Pillows made of Fortuny fabric from

u Cashill's longtime friend and fellow
MCAD alum, New York antiques dealer
David Duncan, bring pattern to the living
room's Barbara Barry sofa.

——%, Cashill purchased the dining room’s

Murano glass chandelier in Italy.
The paint color is Sesame by Benjamin
Moore. “It's such a great color,” Cashill
says. "Is it green or is it yellow?”
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joy in making
music with
Schmitt Music’s

Private

Music
Lessons

Oboe
Percussion
Cello Piano
Clarinet  Saxophone
Electric Bass Trombone
Flute Trumpet
French Horn Tuba
Guitar Viola
Harmonica Violin
Mandolin Voice

Banjo
Baritone

Stop in and
sign up today!

For the store nearest you call

1-877-SCHMITT

Music

www.schmittmusic.com
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“BECAUSE |
WORK IN NEW
YORK AND
COME BACKTO
MINNEAPOLIS
ON WEEKENDS,
| WANTED THIS
TO BE OUR
FUN COUNTRY
HOUSE IN
THECIRY.:
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craftspeople.It's so important
for me to compliment all of them,”
she says. "Everyone saw our vision
and worked cooperatively toward
solutions.”

Brad and Roger Asp, who built
the fireplace mantel in the living
room and the cabinets in the
kitchen and library/TV room,
worked from photos from Cashill's
British magazines. “They were

spot-on with every detail,” she says.

Simone Stoilov did the metalwork,
including the custom console table
in the dining room, and Maureen
Lyttle applied the delicate gold
leaf to its surface. "I love that

we have so many artisans in the
Minneapolis area, and that they're
so hugely talented,” Cashill says.
“The house is 98.9% exactly what
we wanted.”

<= Light pouring through the sink

window and a fixture with linen
shades from Muska Lighting illuminate
the gourmet kitchen, with its mix of black
(Williams-Sonoma Home bamboa stools,
ebony-stained cabinets) and white (hand-
made backsplash tile, Veneto marble
countertops) finishes.

The home's double ot provided
room for a new pool. The addition,

which extends from the back of the home,
left space for a small side courtyard.
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HIGH-HEELS TO
CONSTRUCTION SITES.
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Vbreth-ta-kin\ adj
1: making one out of breath
2 a: EXCITING, THRILLING b: very great : ASTONISHING

Custom-designed jewelry reflects your individuality like nothing else. Select
your stones, have the setting crafted and see your dreams come to life.

RoBERT FooTE, MASTER JEWELER

View our collection at 50th & France, Edina 612-929-2279 www.rfleweler.com
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[ Ben and Lindsay Graves ]

THEIR NAME BELONGS TO one of Minneapolis's top hotels,
the Graves 601. So it should come as no surprise that Ben and
Lindsay Graves's 1923 Colonial near Lake of the Isles hints at the
chic modern style of the hotel. “When we moved in here, | told

Ben | wanted a house that didn't say anything, so we started with
something very clean,’ says Lindsay, a former English teacher and founding
partner of copywriting firm Content Farm Creative. "Back then, it was cer-
tainly a'striking look, and it was calming for me because it was uncluttered.”
The décor, she says, grew in response to a houseful of young children and the
desire to break away from the heavy period looks of their two previous homes,
an Arts and Crafts and an Italianate. “Our kids were little then, so there was
more-well, different—chaos than there is now," Lindsay says. But as the chil-
dren grew older (Camden is 9, MijaBella, 8, and Baktiyar, 6), the couple wanted
something softer and warmer, with more doses of their personality. "We
started by putting back our old Oriental rugs and taking some of the things
we'd collected on our travels over the years out of storage,” Lindsay says. "It's
interesting to see how clearly our homes have reflected who we were at differ-
ent places in our lives.”

Although the two still appreciate sleek interiors—Ben serves as president of
Graves Hospitality Corporation and is responsible for the architectural design of
the hotel's hot new bar, Bradstreet Craftshouse—they welcome whatever comes
their way at home. Currently, it's a new Boston terrier puppy, who joins two cats,
two cockatiels, and a host of fish, frogs, and eels. "Some days it’s a menagerie
in here, and other days it feels like a full-on zoo,” Lindsay says.

“IT’'S INTERESTING
TO SEE HOW CLEARLY
OUR HOMES HAVE
REFLECTED WHO WE
WERE AT DIFFERENT
PLACES IN OUR LIVES.

<=. Boston terrier puppy Hooper is

right at home on the living room
sectional. The Graveses purchased their
art at MCAD's annual art sales.

Ben and Lindsay Craves and children
N/ Camden, MijaBella, and Baktiyar
take a break in the sunroom. The birdcage,
which Lindsay found on Craigslist, then
cleaned and repainted, keeps cockatiels
Chico and Bananza close to the action.

A fixture from Citilights contrasts
N with the dining room’s traditional
architecture. The Suchitra Mattai paint-
ing is one of the couple’s favorites.
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Academic, private sector and interdisciplinary groups together
in one remarkable learning environment.

R I C H A R D H College of Business
BARRY: B AL o
atiopey North Dakota Trade Office

The Center for Global
Initiatives and Leadership
800-488-6378 | 7o1-231-8643

ndsu.admission@ndsu.edu | www.ndsu.edn
North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND
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Jackpot!

Seize the moment.

I’s time to Hit the Jackpot!

39375 County Hwy 24 « Morton, MN

1.800.WIN.CASH
www.jackpotjunction.com
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= studio, chances are she's at home in Edina with her family.
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[ Michele Tafoya and
Mark Vandersall |

P FALL MEANS FOOTBALL for ESPN/ABC Sports reparter
T“.' and WCCO Radio host Michele Tafoya. But when she's not
b] reporting from the sidelines or doing an interview in the

-

 The sports-loving Tafoya and her husband, Mark Vandersall,
a financial advisor, built their home around a casual, open plan and low-
maintenance materials. “We didn't want this to be a place where we'd

worry about what the kids would do,” Tafoya says. "Any space where the
kids are going to be is pretty up to snuff. We're not going to go, 'Oh my

God, they poured grape juice on the white carpet’ We didn't want togoin -

that direction.”

The couple worked closely with designer Greg Walsh of 1D inside
design in Minneapolis on a scheme that serves their laid-back style
and also creates a welcoming haven for friends on game day. The
kitchen opens wide to the living room, where children Tyler, 3%z, and
Olivia, 9 months, can play while Mom and Dad make breakfast and dinner.
Vandersall, who does most of the cooking, chose a cooktop with a griddle
for making omelets and pancakes. Tafoya planned for a cabinet with a
beverage refrigerator outside the main work zone so the kids could easily
grab juiceboxes. The lower-level family room boasts similar conveniences.
The bar's microwave and small cooktop is ideal for snacks, and its glass-
door refrigerator keeps cold drinks handy. An adjacent kids' activity space
features a basketball hoop and a floor covered with sport court tiles.

Finishes reinforce the relaxed feel, “We went with a lot of dark wood
and terra cotta,” Tafoya says. ‘It has a warm, old-world feel that's
inviting, We wanted this to be a place where you could sink in and
live, where you didn't have to be perfect. We can't live that way.”

II:'\ The kitchen's old-world look con-
trasts with the classic Minnesota
style of the adjacent screened porch.

/\Michele Tafoya insisted on a

H screened porch where her family
could enjoy summer evenings without
mosquitoes. Here, she relaxes with her
husband, Mark Vandersall, and children
Tyler, 3%, and Olivia, 9 months.
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foodie file
The blog about food
and eating in the Twin
Cities from the

Mpls.St.Paul Magazine
dining team.

ENHANCE
YOUR HOME

with a mean'z'-ngﬁzl

PERSONALIZED FLOOR MAT

@agmat

mspmag.com/foodiefile

Looking to further your career in

business & technology?

Take a closer look at Saint Mary's regionally-
accredited graduate programs in business
which offer incomparable value and convenient
locations in the Twin Cities:

B M.A.in Management
B M.S. in Project Management
B M.B.A. (GMAT-optional)

We're here to help you reach your career goals.
Get ahead with Saint Mary’s graduate business
programs — accepting applications year-round.
Call toll-free (866) 437-2788 or visit:
www.smumn.edu/lookcloser

Saint Mary’s
ﬁ | Universityy

OF MINNESOTA

Graduate School of Business and Technology
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2009 CAI-MN Vision Award Winners

Jeff Peterson, CMCA - Excellence in Service Award
Given annually by CAI-MN (Community Association Insti-
tute, MN) to a manager who displays integrity, reliability,
commitment to the industry, loyalty to consumer clients;
and the ability to interact well with board members, clients, il
service providers and industry professionals.

Chris Campbell, CMCA - Rookie of the Year Award

The Rookie of the Year Award is given annually to a man-
ager with fewer than two years experience in the industry
and reflects the manager’s exceptional abilities and signifi-
cant accomplishments.

% e www.gittleman.com
2 COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT
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Dark-stained knotty alder cabi-
nets pair with Cocoa Cohiba granite
countertops in the kitchen and family
room. “The granite has what's called
a leathered finish and has a soft
texture,” Tafoya says. “To me, it's one
of the most beautiful parts of the
house.” Terra-cotta tile flooring in the
kitchen gives way to stained concrete
on the lower level. But the family
room’s standout feature is the TV
arrangement—a big screen topped with
two smaller flat panels, plus one at
the bar. "Our vision for fall Minnesota
weekends is to have friends over to
watch college or pro football on

“ANY SPACE
WHERE THE KIDS
ARE GOINGTO

BE IS’ PRETTY-UE
TO SNUFF. WE'RE
NOT GOING TO GO,
‘OH MY GOD, THEY
POURED GRAPE
JUICE ON THE
WHITE CARPET. "

r

/\Tafaya and Vandersall wanted a

H British pub vibe for the family room
bar. Sports memorabilia from the University
of California, Berkeley, and the U of M~their
alma maters—fill two of the shelves.

multiple screens so we can keep track
of multiple games,” Tafoya says.
Finishing their home (they're still
hanging art on the walls) comfortably
coincides with Tafoya's return to Twin
Cities airwaves in WCCO Radio's popu-
lar afternoon drive-time slot. It also
comes on the heels of the adoption
of daughter Olivia, an experience that
had Tafoya, Vandersall, and son Tyler
in Colombia for seven weeks this past
spring. "All of us were in one room in
this little guesthouse in Bogota, deal-
ing with the adoption and also the fact
that Olivia had a heart condition and
needed surgery," Tafoya says. “It was
quite a trip, but we wouldn't trade it
for the world." A

\ ' TAKE A VIDEO TOUR
Michele Tafoya shows us
parts of her home that we

didn't have room to include, from the

man cave to the family’s playroom, at
mspmag.com/homes.
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Y52-473-0404 Shop Online!

The secret to any successful event is made up of three equal parts:
presentation, menu and service. At Kowalski’s, we're proud to be able to
provide you with expertise in all of these areas, thanks to our new
full-service Catering Department. We'll work with you to create an
original menu filled with unique meal solutions that cater
to all tastes and occasions.

To place an order or speak with one of our event coordinators,
please call 1-888-972-7890.

Business MeeTinGgs * WeEpDINGS * GRADUATIONS
BripAL SHOWERS * BIRTHDAYS
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